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efficient and largely instrumental in preventing what it was
designed to prevent. There is no sound evidence to show
that Walsingham himself got any fiendish satisfaction out of
harrying and torturing Catholics. He regarded them as a
dangerous political menace, much more so probably than
in fact they were. That they could at once be loyal to their
Queen and loyal to the Church which had excommunicated
their Queen was unbelievable to a man of his clear con-
victions ; though it is patent enough now to have been true
of the great majority of them. They were to him traitors,
actual or potential, all of them. He was not concerned
about the welfare of their souls, but he wanted to put them
out of harm's way. It is to be remarked that he thought
it bad policy to make martyrs of them. Detention, surveil-
lance, deportation, were his preferred methods of dealing
with them. At one time he interested himself in a plan to
establish a colony of them in America. That he employed
torture as a means of extorting information from those
implicated or thought to be implicated in conspiracy against
the Queen, is undoubted. But such was the general practice
of the times, and if Walsingham in this respect was no better
he was certainly no worse than his contemporaries. The
picture of him in the torture chamber turning the rack and
writing down the faltering words of his writhing victim is
pure fiction. Those grim details were left to subordinates.
Walsingham did believe, and rightly, that the situation
was critical; he did believe, rightly too, that some of the
Catholics were conspiring actively against the Queen, and he
was determined to wring the truth from them any way he
might. It is easy enough to say now that Elizabeth was safe,
but that fact was very far from apparent to Walsingham.
"What he saw was a whole network of intrigue and conspiracy
against her supported by a formidable party in England, by
Philip of Spain, by the Guises in France, and by the forces of
the Counter-Reformation throughout Europe. It was no
time for him to be over nice about his methods. It was
better, he said, to fear too much than too little. Let those
happy few who did not succumb to the war psychology
of 1914-18 cast the first stone!
The focal point of all the active plotting against Elizabeth
was the captive Scottish queen. It does not follow that she
was herself cognisant of this plotting or that she actively
participated in it. But she was, she could not help being,
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